The impact of diagnostic ultrasound on the prediction of intrauterine growth retardation in developing countries.
The purpose of this report is to throw light on the problem of intrauterine growth retardation in our society, and to show how this situation could be affected by the introduction of diagnostic ultrasound in our antenatal service. A series of 828 pregnant women were serially examined by ultrasound during the course of pregnancy. Among the whole series (no. 828) there were 98 growth retarded neonates (11.8%). Antenatal ultrasonic evaluation could predict 89.7% of these cases, while only 34.7% of cases could have been predicted by fundal palpation. Among the different etiological factors, maternal anemia was the most common (25%).